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Opening Reception: Friday, November 3rd 7–9PM 

Peres Projects and McNamara Art Projects are pleased to present Dean Sameshima, the 
first show by American artist Dean Sameshima in Hong Kong, featuring a series of 
“documentary paintings” based on the artist’s media archive, and a continued investigation 
of queer desires and nostalgia through the method of documentary. Inherent aspects of his 
work stretch from repression, persecution, nostalgia for pre-lapsarian decadence or sexual 
adventure, to his own journey to understand himself within a specific lineage of cultural 
references within the queer community. 

In his artistic practice, Sameshima is both a collector of images and an archivist. For him, the 
very act of collection is an exercise in obsession. His work is centred around the 
accumulation and reworking of imagery which pertains to DIY movements, punk and queer 
culture; imagery which, whether culled from the internet, magazines, encyclopaedias, or 
pornographic publications, operate like notes from the underground and coded signifiers of 
gay culture. In this way, Sameshima is conserving the fragile narratives of subculture and 
marginalized social groups, revising their symbols and languages into compositions, and in 
effect, giving them a new context.  

The compositions of his new paintings are based on book covers, receipts and black and 
white photocopies from the artists’ extensive library. With each work, Sameshima 
encounters the documentary power of painting, and its own capability to “record” in a 
seemingly pragmatic way, like a snapshot or a photocopy. Despite the machine-made quality 
one at first encounters in viewing the numbers, dates, and information which float alone on 
his canvases, there is something implicitly human which the viewer arrives at by moving 
closer to Sameshima’s works. It is that their very existence, the lengthy and contemplative 
painterly process from which they were selected and came into being, is an act of self-
preservation, and, more politically, an important step towards uplifting queer and forgotten 
histories.  

McNamara Art Projects launches their newly established project space in Wong Chuk Hang 
with an inaugural exhibition of Dean Sameshima in collaboration with Peres Projects, Berlin: 
“Peres Projects is proud to present Dean Sameshima’s first solo exhibition in Hong Kong in 
collaboration with McNamara Art Projects. We are particularly excited about working with 
McNamara Art Projects in Hong Kong to exhibit Dean Sameshima’s work, as the city has 
long been a hub in the region for a diverse range of subcultures and cultural dialogue.” (Nick 
Koenigsknecht, Partner at Peres Projects, Berlin) 

The project space embarks upon a range of collaborative exhibitions with international 
galleries featuring both Asian and Western art with the aim of creating a dialogue between 
artists, collectors and a deeper engagement with emerging contemporary art in Hong Kong.  

  



Notes to the Editor: 

Dean Sameshima 

Dean Sameshima (b. 1971 Torrance, California, US) currently lives and works in Berlin. 
Recent solo exhibitions include Gavlak Gallery, Los Angeles, She Works Flexible Gallery, 
Houston, and Galeria Raquel Ponce, Madrid. Institutional exhibitions include Tacoma Art 
Museum (touring exhibition), Kunstraum Düsseldorf, Tate Modern, London, and Extra City 
Center for Contemporary Art, Antwerp. His work is included in the permanent collection of 
the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 

McNamara Art Projects 

McNamara Art Projects is an independent art consultancy and curatorial body founded in 
2015. Their newly established 3,500sqft project space in Wong Chuk Hang creates a 
platform committed to showcasing dynamic and cutting edge, emerging as well as 
established Western and Asian artists in Hong Kong. 

The art programme for the project space will take the form of collaborations with significant 
Western and Asian galleries who do not have a physical presence in Hong Kong, by bringing 
a diverse range of art that would not otherwise be shown in the city. The aim is to create 
deeper engagement between the people of Hong Kong and contemporary art. Future 
exhibitions include collaborations with Galleria Lorcan O’Neill Roma, showcasing emerging 
Roman artist Gianni Politi, and Urano Gallery, Tokyo, showcasing figurative paintings by 
Toshiyuki Konishi. 

McNamara Art Projects also provides guidance in shaping public and private collections 
across the Asia region, with a focus on Western modern and contemporary art. Their 
previous public programmes included the critically acclaimed retrospective of British sculptor 
Lynn Chadwick (2016), and the exhibition Les Lalannes during Art Basel Hong Kong 2017 in 
collaboration with Hong Kong Land. 

Peres Projects 

Peres Projects is a gallery and art dealership focused on promoting contemporary artists to 
an international audience. Peres Projects identifies and supports talented artists early in their 
careers, enabling them to attain widespread acclaim and recognition. Among the artists 
Peres Projects has brought to forefront over the last decade are Terence Koh, Joe Bradley, 
Dan Colen, Dash Snow, Matt Greene, Dan Attoe, Bruce LaBruce, Alex Israel, David 
Ostrowski, Leo Gabin, Marinella Senatore and Brent Wadden. The gallery has also 
presented numerous exhibitions of the influential American artists Mike Bouchet, Dorothy 
Iannone and Mark Flood. Recently, the gallery has begun to promote the work younger 
artists such as Donna Huanca and Melike Kara, as well as mid-career American artist Blair 
Thurman. 
 
For more information please contact: 
info@mcnartprojects.com 


